
HAWAII’S MINIMUM WAGE FALLS SHORT

While  $17  per  hour  is  needed  for  ful l - t ime  workers  to  afford  their

basic  needs,  Hawaii ’s  minimum  wage  is  only  $10.10  per  hour.  More

than  150,000  ful l - t ime  workers  in  Hawaii  earn  less  than  the  $35,000

that ’s  needed  to  make  ends  meet.  The  national  and  local  Hawaii

Democrat ic  Party  platforms  both  cal l  for  a  $15  minimum  wage.  

E  ight  states  are  on  their  way  to  a  $15+ minimum  wage.
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RAISING THE WAGE HELPS WORKERS

When  the  minimum  wage  increased  f rom  $7.25  in  2014  to  $10.10  in

2018,  workers  at  al l  income  levels  saw  their  earnings  increase

faster  than  wages  nationwide.  This  was  a  change  f rom  the  previous

four  years  when  local  wages  grew  slower  than  wages  national ly .

The  cost  of  l iv ing  also  increased  slower  during  this  t ime.

INCREASED WAGES BOOST OUR ECONOMY

With  workers  earning  more  money  and  spending  i t  here  local ly ,

f rom  2014  to  2018,  the  number  of  small  businesses  in  Hawaii

increased  -  as  did  their  number  of  employees.  Unemployment  was

also  near  al l  t ime  lows  in  2018.  Hawaii ’s  economy  grew  at  a  faster

rate  f rom  2014 -2018  than  during  stagnation.  Our  local  economy ’s

growth  was  also  faster  than  the  nation ’s  economic  growth  over  that

same  t ime.

https://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/economic/reports/self-sufficiency/self-sufficiency_2018.pdf
https://labor.hawaii.gov/wsd/minimum-wage/
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?t=Earnings+%28Individuals%29&g=0400000US15&tid=ACSST1Y2019.S2001&hidePreview=false
https://democrats.org/where-we-stand/party-platform/
https://hawaiidemocrats.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/2018-State-Platform-1-6-13-18.pdf
https://www.ncsl.org/research/labor-and-employment/state-minimum-wage-chart.aspx
https://www.bls.gov/oes/2018/may/oes_hi.htm
https://www.bls.gov/oes/tables.htm
https://data.bls.gov/timeseries/CUURS49FSA0?amp%253bdata_tool=XGtable&output_view=data&include_graphs=true
https://cdn.advocacy.sba.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/04143021/2020-Small-Business-Economic-Profile-HI.pdf
https://data.bls.gov/timeseries/LASST150000000000003?amp%253bdata_tool=XGtable&output_view=data&include_graphs=true
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/HINGSP
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/GDP

